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MPs’ views of the UK cement industry
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Introduction and methodology

MHP Group - on behalf of Breedon
Group - commissioned Yonder
Consulting to conduct research among
parliamentarians, incorporating a
survey of 102 Members of Parliament
(MPs) via Yonder’s MP Panel.

This document presents findings from
Yonder research conducted in July
2026.

Yonder interviewed 102 Members of
Parliament (MPs) in July 2026. Results
were weighted to ensure the sample
was representative of the party-
political composition of the House of
Commons as of 22 July 2026.

The research aimed to provide MHP
and Breedon with an understanding of:

= MPs’ familiarity with the challenges
facing UK cement producers

= MPs’ familiarity with Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and
their confidence in the Government’s
ability to introduce an effective
CBAM

= MPs’ views of arguments relating to
Breedon’s public affairs objectives

Where results do not sum to 100%, this
may be due to rounding or exclusion of
‘don’t know’ categories. Where values

are less than 2%, some data labels are
not shown in this report.

Yonder is a founding member of the
British Polling Council and abides by its
rules.

For more information, please see
www.yonderconsulting.com.

For more information about this report,
please contact:

= Owen Thomas, Partner

= Owen.Thomas@yonderconsulting.com
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Sample details

Yonder interviewed 102 Members of Parliament (MPs) between 1 and 22 July 2026. Data were weighted to
ensure the sample was representative of the party-political composition of the House of Commons as of 22
July 2026. Details of the party political composition of the research sample are provided below.

Party Unweighted base Weighted base Weighted base %
Total 102 102 100%

Labour 72 64 63%

Conservative 19 18 18%

Other 11 20 19%
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= Labour

= Conservative

Other

YONDER



Executive summary

Challenges facing UK cement producers Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
= A third of MPs claim to be at least somewhat familiar with = Most MPs (55%) are aware of CBAM to some degree, though less than two-in-five (37%) are aware of
the challenges facing UK cement producers its introduction to come into effect in January 2027
+ 38% are familiar “Cement contributes 89,000 direct jobs = Half of MPs (49%) are confident that the UK Government will implement an effective CBAM coming
in the UK, with 3.4 million extra jobs supported across its into effectin January 2027, with confidence highest among Labour MPs and those familiar with CBAM
direct supply chain”
+ 34% are familiar “UK cement production has fallen to its Breedon’s public affairs objectives

l t level sil 1950”
owestieversince = Most MPs - including most Labour MPs — agree with the positions/arguments relating to Breedon’s

+ 33% are familiar “UK cement imports have nearly tripled public affairs objectives
since 2008 and now account for around 32% of UK

+ 79% agree “Government should provide long-term policy certainty to give energy-intensive
cement sales” g p g policy ytog 4%

industries the confidence to invest in low-carbon technologies”
= Just 13% are confident the UK can deliver its major
construction and infrastructure ambitions if domestic
cement production continues to decline at the current rate

+ 78% agree “Foundation industries such as cement play an important role in supporting jobs,
regional economies and wider supply chains across the UK”

+ 77% agree “Maintaining domestic production capacity for essential construction materials is

= 62% agree that the UK government should act to address
°ag g critical for the UK's long-term ability to build what is needed, independent of external supply risk”

the imbalance of energy and climate policy costs that
overseas importers do not bear to the same degree (with + 76% agree “Government policy should ensure that UK cement producers and overseas importers
agreement higher among Conservative MPs and MPs operate on a broadly level playing field”

familiar with the challenges facing UK cement producers
g g P ) + 62% agree “The UK should prioritise reducing global carbon emissions, by avoiding the

displacement of production to countries with higher emissions”
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Challenges facing UK cement producers
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Around a third of MPs claim to be at least somewhat familiar with
statements about the problems facing UK cement production

Q. Before today, how familiar were you with the following information about the UK cement industry?

% very
familiar or
m Very familiar Somewhat familiar - but not of details m Not at all familiar some.\n.lhat
familiar
Cement contributes 89,000 direct jobs
in the UK, with 3.4 million extra jobs 34% 38%
supported across its direct supply chain
UK cement production has fallen to its 290
lowest level since 1950 0 34%
UK cement imports have nearly tripled
since 2008 and now account for around 27% 33%

32% of UK cement sales

Base: total MPs (102)
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Familiarity with the challenges facing the UK cement industry is fairly
similar across Labour and Conservative MPs

Q. Before today, how familiar were you with the following information about the UK cement industry?

[% saying ‘very familiar’ or ‘somewhat familiar’]

38%

Cement contributes 89,000 direct jobs in the UK, with 3.4

0,
million extra jobs supported across its direct supply chain 39%

37%

34%

m Total MPs
UK cement production has fallen to its lowest level since 1950 34%
B Labour MPs
42%
Hm Conservative MPs*
UK cement imports have nearly tripled since 2008 and now 34%
account for around 32% of UK cement sales 0
37%

*Note: small base size (<30)
Base: total MPs (102); Labour MPs (72); Conservative MPs (19%)

8 | MPs’ views of the UK cementindustry .YO N D E R



One-in-eight MPs are confident the UK can deliver major construction
ambitions if domestic cement production continues to decline

Q. It has been reported that UK cement production has fallen to its lowest level since 1950. How confident are you, if at all, that the UK can deliver its major construction

and infrastructure ambitions if domestic cement production continues to decline at the current rate?

11%

18%

51%

m Very confident
Fairly confident
Not very confident

B Not at all confident

Don't know

*Note: small base size (<30)
Base: total MPs (102); Labour MPs (72); Conservative MPs (19%)
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[% saying ‘very confident’ or ‘fairly confident’]

20%

5%

Labour MPs Conservative MPs*
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Nearly two-thirds of MPs agree the Government should address an imbalance
between the costs borne by domestic and overseas cement producers

Q. UK cement producers say that they face energy and climate policy costs that overseas importers do not bear to the
same degree. To what extent do you agree or disagree that the UK government should act to address this imbalance?

m Strongly agree Tend to agree Neither/ nor Tend to disagree ~ m Strongly disagree Don't know 9% agree
Total MPs 40% 14% 30/. 14% 62%
Labour MPs 18% 6% l 18% 55%

Conservative MPs* 26% 5% 5% 79%

MPs familiar that 'cement contributes

0, 0,
89,000 direct jobs in the UK [...] 2% B

5% 70%

MPs familiar that 'cement production

0, 0,
has fallen to lowest level since 1950 [...]' 16% &

% 69%

MPs familiar that 'cement imports have

0, 0,
tripled since 2008 [...]' 14% 5%

5% 66%

*Note: small base size (<30)
Base: total MPs (102); Labour MPs (72); Conservative MPs (19*); MPs familiar that 'cement production has fallen to lowest level since 1950 [...]’ (35); MPs familiar that
‘cementimports have tripled since 2008 [...]’ (34); MPs familiar that 'cement contributes 89,000 direct jobs in the UK[...]’ (38)
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Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)

11 | MPs’ views of the UK cement industry



Most MPs are aware of CBAM, though less than two-in-five are aware of
its introduction to come into effect in January 2027

Q. The UK Government is introducing a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), due to take effectin January 2027. CBAM is designed to ensure that imported
goods face a comparable carbon cost to that paid by UK producers, preventing ‘carbon leakage’ where production moves overseas to avoid climate regulation. Before this
survey, were you aware of a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and its introduction to come into effect in January 20277

4%
[% aware of CBAM at all]

68%

58%

55%

18%

1 *
m | was aware of CBAM and its introduction to come into effect in January 2027 Total MPs Labour MPs Conservative MPs

| was aware of CBAM but not aware it is coming into effect in January 2027
m | was not aware of CBAM at all

Not sure

*Note: small base size (<30)
Base: total MPs (102); Labour MPs (72); Conservative MPs (19%)
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Half are confident the Government will implement an effective CBAM, with
confidence highest among Labour MPs and those familiar with CBAM

Q. Thinking again about the UK Government introducing a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), how confident are you,
if at all, that the UK Government will implement an effective CBAM coming into effect in January 20277

m Very confident Fairly confident Not very confident m Not at all confident Don't know
% agree
Total MPs 42% 16% l 30% 49%
Labour MPs 45% 6% I 34% 56%
Conservative MPs* 28% 44% - 17% 28%
MPs at all aware of CBAM 55% 17% . 10% 66%
MPs unaware of CBAM / not sure 27% 15% i 54% 29%

*Note: small base size (<30)
Base: total MPs (102); Labour MPs (72); Conservative MPs (19*%); MPs aware of CBAM (58); MPs unaware/not sure of CBAM (43)
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Breedon’s public affairs objectives
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Most MPs agree with the arguments relating to Breedon’s public affairs
objectives

Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the UK cement sector?

m Strongly agree i Tend to agree Neither/ nor Tend to disagree m Strongly disagree Don't know % agree
Government should provide long-term policy certainty to give
energy intensive industries the confidence to invest in low carbon 11% 2% 8% 79%
technologies

Foundation industries such as cement play an important role in
supporting jobs, regional economies and wider supply chains

9% 2°I%9% 78%
across the UK

Maintaining domestic production capacity for essential
construction materials is critical for the UK's long-term ability to
build what is needed, independent of external supply risk

10% 9% 77%

t poli houl that UK t
Government policy should ensure that UK cement producers and 12% I 9% 76%
The UK should prioritise reducing global carbon emissions, by I

overseas importers operate on a broadly level playing field

avoiding the displacement of production to countries with higher 17% 7%
emissions

9% 62%

Base: total MPs (102)
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Labour and Conservative MPs are similarly likely to agree with the
arguments relating to Breedon’s public affairs objectives

Q. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the UK cement sector?
[% saying ‘strongly agree’ or ‘tend to agree’]

Government should provide long-term policy certainty to give 79%

energy intensive industries the confidence to investin 80%
lowcarbon technologies 74%
Foundation industries such as cement play an important role in 78%
supporting jobs, regional economies and wider supply chains 74%
across the UK 79%
Maintaining domestic production capacity for essential 77%
construction materials is critical for the UK's longterm ability to 75%
build what is needed, independent of external supply risk 74%
76%

Government policy should ensure that UK cement producers

and overseas importers operate on a broadly level playing field H Total MPs

The UK should prioritise reducing global carbon emissions, by W Labour MPs

avoiding the displacement of production to countries with

higher emissions m Conservative MPs*

*Note: small base size (<30)

Base: total MPs (102); Labour MPs (72); Conservative MPs (19%)
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Additional insights: Yonder’s parliamentary
concern tracker, June 2026



In June, the top concerns among MPs were the cost of living, housing and

healthcare

1. COST OF LIVING /
INFLATION

(o)

2. HOUSING / PLANNING

Y

1=

3.NHS / HEALTHCARE

68% mentioned the cost of living
and rising inflation.

This has remained a top three issue
of concern since early 2022, with
MPs across the House consistently
naming this as a key concern.
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2% mentioned concerns related
4
to housing and planning.

Many expressed concern about
housing supply and the cost of
homes, while some expressed
concern about overdevelopment,
particularly in green spaces.

30% mentioned concerns about
the NHS or healthcare system.

MPs often mentioned concerns
relating to the NHS in general but
also waiting list times and access to
GPs.
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In June, the cost of living and housing are the top two concerns among
both Labour and Conservative MPs

Q. What are the three or four issues facing your constituency and your constituents that you are most concerned about at the moment?**

Top concerns among

. Top concerns among Labour MPs

all MPs

. ) . 1 Cost of living / inflation 71%

1 Cost of living / inflation 68%
2 Housing / planning 41%

2 Housing / planning 42%
3 NHS / healthcare 31%

0,

3 NHS / healthcare 30% 4 Economy / employment 30%
4 Economy / employment 25% 5 Immigration 24%

5 Immigration 25%

6 Transport / roads 19% Top concerns among Conservative MPs*

1 Cost of living / inflation 59%

7 Foreign affairs / defence 17%
2 Housing / planning 59%

8 Crime / polici 16%
rime /' poticing ° 3 Immigration 35%
9 Education 14% 4 Economy / employment 29%
10 Energy costs 13% 5 NHS / Healthcare 24%
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*Note: small base size (<30)
Base: total interviewed MPs (102); Labour MPs (70); Conservative MPs (17*)
Source: Yonder research, June 2026

**Note: question was open-ended and common responses have been grouped for analysis purposes
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The cost of living, housing and healthcare are consistently the top
concerns among MPs, though concern for healthcare has declined since
the 2024 general election

Q. What are the three or four issues facing your constituency and your constituents that you are most concerned about at the moment?**

Note: chart shows data for the top 10 concerns identified in June 2026

100% MPs’ top 10 concerns, June 2026
1 Cost of living / inflation
2 Housing / planning
75% 3 NHS / healthcare
4 Economy / employment
50% 5 Immigration
6 Transport/ roads
7 Foreign affairs / defence
25% 8 Crime / policing
9 Education
0% .<> o5 9. 10 Energy costs

**Note: question was open-ended and common responses have been grouped for analysis purposes
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While concern for healthcare has declined, it remains a top 3 concern for
Labour MPs but, in June 2026, ranks 5t for Conservatives

Q. What are the three or four issues facing your constituency and your constituents that you are most concerned about at the moment?**

Labour MPs (top 5 concerns in June 2026)
75%

e=(mm Cost of living

/ inflation

= NHS /
healthcare
50%

Housing /
planning

=== Economy /
employment
25%

Immigration

0%

Nov-24
Mar-25
Jul-25

Nov-25
Mar-26 |

*Note: low base size (<30)
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Source: Yonder research, 2024- 2026

Conservative MPs* (top 5 concerns in June 2026)
75%

e=Cme Cost of living
/ inflation

Housing /
planning

= ECconomy /

/\ employment

Immigration

50%

25% N

= NHS /
healthcare
0%

Nov-24
Mar-25
Jul-25

Nov-25 |
Mar-26 |

Base: Labour MPs (between 67 and 72); Conservative MPs (between 17*and 21%*)

**Note: question was open-ended and common responses have been grouped for analysis purposes
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